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that had been done; and while the assassins, in consultation with Murray, were deciding that he should have the crown matrimonial he was so ambitious to wear, Darnley himself, as fickle as he was violent, as cowardly as cruel, was negotiating another treaty in Mary's very apartment and in sight of the blood which was hardly dry; by that treaty he agreed to betray his accomplices.
Three days after the scene we have described, the murderers were amazed to learn that Darnley and Mary, accompanied by Lord Seyton, had fled from Holyrood Palace. In three days more a proclamation appeared, signed by Mary at Dunbar Castle, summoning, in her own name and in her husband's, all the nobles of Scotland, high and low, to join her, including those who were compromised in the Run and Raid, to whom she not only granted full pardon, but gave her confidences once more. In this way she separated Murray's cause from that of Morton and the other assassins; and these latter, seeing that there was no more safety for them in Scotland, took refuge in England, where any enemy of the Queen, notwithstanding the cordial relations apparently subsisting between Mary and Elizabeth, could always be sure of a warm welcome. Bothwell, whose impulse had been to prevent the murder, was appointed Lord Keeper of the kingdom.
Unfortunately for her own honor, Mary, who was always more woman than queen, while Elizabeth, on the other hand, was always more queen than woman, no sooner felt herself firm on her throne once more, than she caused Kizzio's body, which had been buried without ceremony at the gate of the church nearest to Holyrood, to be exhumed, and deposited in the sarcophagus of the kings of Scotland, thus compromising